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constable and his gang, with a warrant from Justice
Buzzard, to search the box of Humphry Clinker, mj
footman, who was just apprehended as a highwayman.
This incident threw the whole family into confusion.
My sister scolded the constable for presuming to enter
the lodgings of a gentleman on such an errand, without
having first asked and obtained permission; her maid
was frightened into fits, and Liddy shed tears of com,-
passion for the unfortunate Clinker, in whose box,
however, nothing was found to confirm the suspicion
of robbery.
For my own part, I made no doubt of the fellow's
being mistaken for some other person, and I went
directly to the justice, in order to procure his dis-
charge; but there I found the matter much mor*
serious than I expected. Poor Clinker stood trembling
at the bar, surrounded by thief-takers; and, at a little
distance, a thick squat fellow, a postillion, his accuser,
who had seized him in the street, and swore positively
to his person, that the said Clinker had, on the I5th
day of March last, on Blackheath, robbed a gentleman
in a post-chaise, which he, the postillion, drove* This
deposition was sufficient to justify his commitment;
and he was sent accordingly to ClerkenweU prison,
whither Jerry accompanied him in the coach, in order
to recommend him properly to the keeper, that he may
want for no convenience which the place affords.
The spectators, who assembled to see this highway-
man, were sagacious enough to discern something very
villanous in his aspect; which, begging their pardon,
is the very picture of simplicity; and the justice him-
self put a very unfavourable construction upon some of
his answers, which, he said, savoured of the ambiguity
and equivocation of an old offender; but, in my
opinion, it would have been more just and humane to
impute them to the confusion into which we may